
    

Rev. Vincent L. Parsons 
J.C.L., Pastor 

pastor@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Neil Baquet 
Deacon 

deaconneil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Phil Lukasiewicz 
Deacon 

deaconphil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Julie Dush 
Homebound Pastoral Minister 

308-968-3421 
 
 

Judi Baker 
SPP Office Manager  

SA & SJ Office Contact 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm 

308-754-4002 
office@howardcountycatholics.com 

 

Tri-Parish Website: 
www.howardcountycatholics.com 

 
Daily Mass Schedule: 

 

Tues/Thurs 8:30am Wed 12:05pm SPP 
Friday 9:00am - at Brookfield/Matelyn 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:30pm or  

by appointment  
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office  

(308) 754-4002 

 

August 16, 2026 

MATTHEW 2:1 

 

“… it is so that the works of God might be made  
visible through him.” 
- MATTHEW 15:28 - 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
713 Elm Street  

St. Paul, NE 68873 
(308)754-4002    

Saturday Mass 5:00PM 
Sunday Mass 8AM & 10AM 

St. Anthony 
103 Kearns Avenue 
Farwell, NE 68838 

(308)754-4002 
MASS 1ST SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 7:00PM 

St. Joseph 
1803 Highway 11 
Elba, NE 68835 
(308)754-4002   

MASS 3RD SATURDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 6:30PM 
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Monday, August 17 
No Daily Mass  
Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm (PLC) 
 

Tuesday, August 18 
Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) 
     Intention: †Gladys Baquet 
     By Deacon Neil & Julie Baquet 
Catholic Daughters Social 6pm (County Cage) 

Knights of Columbus Meeting 7pm (PLC) 
    

Wednesday, August 19 
Daily Mass 12:05pm (SPP)  
     Intention: †Art Schmidt 
     By Ron Sack 
 

Thursday, August 20 

Daily Mass 8:30am 
     Intention: †David Gorecki 
     By Family 
 

Friday, August 21 
Daily Mass 9:00am (Brookfield) 
     Intention: Homebound & Infirm 
      

Saturday, August 22  
Reconciliation 4:30pm (SPP) 
Rosary 4:30pm (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 5:00pm (SPP)  
     Intention: †Jeff Welch 
     By Family 
 

Sunday, August 23  
Rosary 7:30am (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 8:00am (SPP) 
     Intention: Rain for area farms & 
 ranches 
 

Weekend Mass 10:00am (SPP)       
     Intention: People of the Parishes 

This Week’s Schedule 

NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

In the Gospel this week we read of the Canaanite woman who begs Jesus to free her daughter from a demon. Even 
when Jesus seems to ignore her, the woman refuses to step back into the crowd but persists in shouting for Jesus to 
intervene for her daughter. This request was irregular as it came from a woman of Canaan who was not a disciple of Jesus or 
even a Jew. Regardless of her faith, the woman recognized the healing power that Jesus possessed and pleaded that He heal 
her daughter. Eventually, Jesus acknowledged the profound faith the woman demonstrated through her persistence and 
acceded to her pleas to save her daughter. 

The Canaanite woman expressed the three essential components of prayer; love, faith, and humility. The woman 
showed her love for her daughter was so intense that she would overcome the repulsion the ancestral enemies of the 
Canaanites, the Jews, and ask Jesus to perform a miracle on her daughter. Her love for her daughter is so intense that the 
woman followed Jesus down the road crying and shouting out prayerfully for Him to listen to her plea. The woman observed 
that Jesus’ miracles were not magic, nor did he perform for money and therefore she based her begging for Jesus’ 
intervention on faith. The more she prays for Jesus to cure her daughter, the more her faith in Jesus grows. She became 
assured that only Jesus had the power to save her daughter. She concluded that she must be persistent to bring to Jesus’ 
awareness of her daughter’s plight. Even when Jesus comments that His Father sent Him to save the people of Israel, the 
woman did not slip away resigned to failure but rather increased her prayer.  Jesus cured her daughter because the woman in 
her faith does not give up on her cry for His intercession of freeing her daughter from the demon. 

The Canaanite woman models how to appeal to the Lord with intercessory prayer. Intercessory prayer has more 
validity when we ask for the Lord to intercede for a loved one, a family member, a friend, or one held in high esteem. This love 
we express for this individual is so intense that we would offer our life in trade for the recovery of the one we offered up in 
prayer. We also pray to improve the quality of life for our family, our community, our nation or our world. Alternatively, our 
prayers of intercession may be for advancement in a job or increased knowledge through education with our goal to improve 
the lives of others through our success. We offer these prayers because of love and knowledge that the Lord will intervene on 
behalf of those in need. We confirm our faith when we do not discontinue our intercessory pleas even when there is no 
immediate response. God does not delay His response to test us. Prayer is not like a game show where one must gain enough 
prayer points to win the prize. Nor does God answer prayers by chance, like winning at Keno or Bingo if we have chosen the 
right prayers. Rather when our prayer is our effort to show how deep our desire is that we are willing to persist in displaying 
what we believe through His power, God will change lives.   

Finally, we must approach prayer of intervention with humility.  Intercessory prayer is the request in faith for the Lord 
to look favorably on one’s appeal to improve the lives of those we love. We cannot be arrogant in demanding that the Lord 
comply with our desire and wants within our time frame. Should God consider our prayers when He knows our inner most 
thoughts, and they do not compare with what we actually express in prayer?  
 

How can we expect the Creator to respond in a favorable way to our prayer if we believe that we are entitled just because we 
ask?  How often do we think that laying a guilt trip on the Lord will succeed when we don’t get our way?  Do we stop praying 
to God, thinking that we will get even when the Lord does not grant our every wish? Parents do not respond favorably when 
their children have such an attitude. We should not expect our Father sympathetically to listen to our prayer when we act in 
the same manner.   

Understanding how God replies to prayer is very difficult for us as humans to understand. We cannot know what will 
move God’s heart. A person may have his or her prayers quickly answered favorably. Others may pray for years and not receive 
the desired results. Often God acts on our behalf and graces us with an action that we may not fully comprehend. Certainly, 
God does not play favorites, as He loves us all equally. Therefore, we cannot categorize God’s response to our prayers as a win 
or a loss.  All prayers that we offer to God will benefit those that we have raised up in prayer. We must learn to accept that 
prayer is under the guidance of God. We must place our trust in the Lord that he listen to each one our pleas for mercy and 
that He will act according to each one’s needs, even if we may never fully understand. Lovingly and continually pray to the 
Lord for His mercy. Have faith in the Lord that He will give us what leads us to eternal life. With humility, we accept that He 
knows how to care for our needs.   

Let us put our hands together in prayer knowing that God will see to the need of each of us.  

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Ministry Schedule 
AUGUST 22ND & 23RD 

 

SATURDAY 5:00PM MASS 
MUSIC: Julie Dush 
GREET: Roger & Annette Ogard / 
 Chris & Terri Townsend 
LECTOR: Benjamin Syring 
EM: Glen & Michele Killion 
SERVE: Volunteers 
 
 

SUNDAY 8:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Farwell Group 
GREET: Ken & Carol Vincik /  
 Wyatt Bader / Joe Thede 
LECTOR: Tara Sjuts 
EM: Joe Thede / Mike Thede 
SERVE: Volunteers 
 
 

SUNDAY 10:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Kezeor Group 
GREET: Joe & Paulette Hansen /  
   Marilyn Schmaljohn / Eryn Gregoski 
LECTOR: Bob Gregoski 
EM: Conner Douthit / Trent Finley / 
 Matt Rief / Chris Townsend 
SERVE: Volunteers 

We have several Mass  
Intentions to get on the 
schedule, thank you for 
your patience.  If you have 
a special date request, 
please plan ahead 4 - 5 

months, especially for a weekend 
Mass.  (suggested donation $10/Mass) 
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CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS 
Summer social gathering - Tuesday, 
August 18th, 6pm at The County 
Cage in St. Paul. 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Let’s get students registered!  Fill 
out a form in back of SPP Church, 
or use the online link on our 
website & Facebook page.  
Classes start the September 13th & 
16th!  First Communion Parent 
Meeting - September 13th at 9am 
in north classroom.  Confirmation 
Parent meeting changed to 
September 23rd, 7pm - SPP Church.  
 

ADVERTISEMENT PAGE 
We will no longer include our ad 
page of the bulletin on our website 
or social media.  This is in order to 
help protect their information 
from scams & fraudulent mailings. 

 

     NEWMAN CENTER AT UNK 
~ St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Mass at the future home of St. Tresa’s 
 on the Feast Day of 

ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA - Sat. 
September 5th, 9am, 1601 University 

Drive, Kearney, NE 
 Bring a lawn chair or blanket &join us! 

Learn more at  
https://www.unk-new-church.org/. 

Area Events & News 
GI CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULT NIGHT 

Friday, August 28 at 6:30pm 
At St. Mary’s Cathedral in Grand Island 

- Father Jorge will give a talk,  
followed by Eucharistic Adoration.  
Afterwards, join us on the rectory  
patio for drinks, fellowship, and  

Father Jorge’s famous guacamole!   
All young adults are welcome. 

STATE FAIR MASS 
Come celebrate God’s faithfulness 
& blessings at a NE State Fair Mass 
- August 30th & September 6th - 
both at 8:30am in the southwest 
corner of the fairgrounds on the 
ACP Stage (in front of Aurora Co-op 
Pavillion, east side).  All donations 
will go to the Howard/Greeley 
Food Pantry!  Contact Info. Cheryl 
Jones, GI Diocese 308-382-6565. 
 

FISH FOR SALE  
Just one box left from the Fish Fry, 
for sale at cost - $28.50 for a 10# 
box of pollock fish.  Stop by the 
Parish Office to purchase. 
 

FALL BAZAAR 
Mark your calendars - Sunday,  
October 18th, 2026!  This is our  
biggest fundraiser of the year, 
please plan to help out! 

Tri-Parish Events & News 

Finance Corner 
Sunday Collections & OSV Online Giving 

August 3 - 9, 2026  

The Lord’s Portion Farwell & Elba 

The Lord’s Portion Sts. Peter & Paul 

 
 

AUGUST Totals as of 8/9/26 

Actual General Fund $2536.54 

OSV On-Line General Fund 
          

    $1311.80 

Maintenance                   $5.00 

Parish Life Center     $272.00 

Restoring Our Father’s House     $100.00 

Monthly Budget  $20000.00 
  Actual General Fund               $7334.04 

  Online General Fund       $1988.60 
Monthly Surplus (Deficit)      $10677.36 

St. Anthony Church    $770.00 

St. Joseph Church           $175.00 

Eternal Life   
 

In your charity, please pray for the  
repose of the soul of JoAnn Danczak.  
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 
2:00pm August 17, 2026 at Sts. Peter 
& Paul Catholic Church.  Eternal rest 
grant unto her, O Lord. 

Note from the Kitchen: 
 

THANK YOU for bringing salads & 
desserts for funerals & events.  
Please pick up your dishes/pans, 
so they can make it to their rightful 
home. 

Special Collections 
 
 

PARISH Aug 15 - Assumption of Mary  
PARISH August  - Clergy Health Insurance 

THANK YOU 
for your continued support! 

 

COLLECTION ENVELOPES 
THANK YOU for checking the 

amount & type of contribution on 
your envelope, it saves our  

collection counters a lot of time:) 



 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

Mike & Jean Thede                                         Sales             

414 2nd Street                                Office: 308-754-2200 
St. Paul, NE                                           Fax: 308-754-2221 

619 Grand Street 
St. Paul, NE 
308 . 754 . 4488 

Member FDIC - EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER 
THAT CARES ABOUT YOU  

217 2ND STREET ST. PAUL, NE  

(308) 754-5645  
WWW.BOCKMANNAUTO.NET  

 

(308) 754-4651    

Well Drilling & Repair 
Related Servies - Windmills 

Solar Powered Water Systems 
Greg Rasmussen 

308-372-3469 
Cell 308-750-4787 

308.750.1459 · 308.383.6990 
wonderwomanpainting@charter.net 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
OFFER FREE ESTIMATES 

 

tel:%28308%29754-2400
tel:%28308%29754-2400

