
    

Rev. Vincent L. Parsons 
J.C.L., Pastor 

pastor@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Neil Baquet 
Deacon 

deaconneil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Phil Lukasiewicz 
Deacon 

deaconphil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Julie Dush 
Homebound Pastoral Minister 

308-968-3421 
 
 

Judi Baker 
SPP Office Manager  

SA & SJ Office Contact 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm 

308-754-4002 
office@howardcountycatholics.com 

 

Tri-Parish Website: 
www.howardcountycatholics.com 

 
Daily Mass Schedule: 

 

Tues/Thurs 8:30am Wed 12:05pm SPP 
Friday 9:00am - at Brookfield/Matelyn 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:30pm or  

by appointment  
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office  

(308) 754-4002 

 

August 30, 2026 

MATTHEW 2:1 

 

“… it is so that the works of God might be made  
visible through him.” 
- MATTHEW 15:28 - 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
713 Elm Street  

St. Paul, NE 68873 
(308)754-4002    

Saturday Mass 5:00PM 
Sunday Mass 8AM & 10AM 

St. Anthony 
103 Kearns Avenue 
Farwell, NE 68838 

(308)754-4002 
MASS 1ST SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 7:00PM 

St. Joseph 
1803 Highway 11 
Elba, NE 68835 
(308)754-4002   

MASS 3RD SATURDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 6:30PM 
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Monday, August 31 
No Daily Mass  
Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm (PLC) 
 

Tuesday, September 1 

Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) 
     Intention: Bob Boysen 
     By:  Tom & Pat Knutson 
  

Wednesday, September 2 

Daily Mass 12:05pm (SPP)  
     Intention: †William Gregoski Sr. 
     By Family 
Religious Ed. Team Meeting 6pm (PLC) 
 

Thursday, September 3 

NO Daily Mass  
Priest Council Meeting (North Platte)  

Friday, September 4 
Daily Mass 9:00am (Brookfield) 
     Intention: †Tony Boysen 
     By Tom & Pat Knutson 
Adoration/Benediction 10am-5pm (SPP) 

Saturday, September 5  
Devotion to Immaculate Heart of 
Mary - Rosary / Meditation 4:00pm (SPP) 

Reconciliation 4:30pm (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 5:00pm (SPP)  
     Intention: People of the Parishes 
 

Weekend Mass 7:00pm (SA)  
     Intention: †David Gorecki  
     By Family 
 

Sunday, September 6  
Rosary 7:30am (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 8:00am (SPP) 
     Intention: †Art Schmidt 
     By Ron Sack 
 

Weekend Mass 10:00am (SPP)       
     Intention: †Don Smydra  
     By Cecelia Smydra & Family 

This Week’s Schedule 

NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 
 

A brilliant agricultural scientist spent her entire life developing a remarkable grain capable of growing in the 
harshest, most drought-stricken soil. At last, she succeeded. She had one jar of these precious seeds—her life’s 
work. 
 

She kept the jar safely on a shelf in her office. She polished it, protected it, and took great pride in possessing it. 
 

Then a terrible drought struck a nearby valley, and thousands of families faced starvation. She knew the seeds 
could save them. But to do so, she had to give them away. She had to watch her precious seeds disappear into the 
dirt. 
 

It was difficult. Those seeds represented her entire life's work. 
 

But she finally opened the jar and gave the seeds to the farmers. They planted them in the dry earth. For a while, 
the seeds disappeared. They seemed to die. 
 

Then the rains came. 
 

The seeds broke open, took root, and produced an enormous harvest that saved thousands of lives. 
 

She realized that if she had kept those seeds safely on the shelf, they would have remained nothing more than a 
beautiful jar of dead seeds. They could only fulfill their purpose when she was willing to let them go. 
 

And isn't that true of our own lives? 
 

Our talents, our time, our possessions, our comfort—even our very selves—can become like that jar. We want to 
protect what we have and keep our lives safely in our own hands. 
But Jesus tells us that a seed must fall into the ground and die before it can bear fruit. 
It is only when we die to our selfishness and give our lives away for Christ that we truly begin to live. 
We do not lose ourselves by surrendering to Christ. 
We finally discover who God created us to be. 
The seed must leave the jar. 
It must be buried. 
It must die. 
And then—it bears fruit.   
 
So this week, ask yourself: What is the seed God is asking me to take out of the jar? What am I holding onto that He 
is asking me to give away? Maybe it is my time. Maybe it is my forgiveness. Maybe it is my comfort, my possessions, 
my pride, or simply my willingness to serve someone else. Whatever it is, take it out of the jar. Put it into the hands 
of God. Plant it. And trust Him with the harvest.” 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Ministry Schedule 
SEPTEMBER 5TH & 6TH 

 

SATURDAY 5:00PM MASS 
MUSIC: Lewandowski Family 
GREET: Brenda Klanecky / Mary Gappa /   
         Amy Christensen / MaryAnn Fredrick 
LECTOR: Betty Czarnek 
EM: Daneecia Sharman / Chris Dethlefs 
SERVE: Layla & Boston Bowder 
 
 

SUNDAY 8:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Thede Family 
GREET: Kirk & Crissy Bader /  
 Wyatt Bader / Bob Dvorak 
LECTOR: Rick Harrahill 
EM: Connie Becker / MaKayla Coufal 
SERVE: Reed & Henry Coufal 
 
 

SUNDAY 10:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Kosmicki Group 
GREET: Mike & Judi Baker Family 
LECTOR: Alisha Nielsen 
EM: Conner Douthit / Eryn Gregoski /  
Mary Jo Serbousek / Emma Elstermeier 
SERVE: Owen & Archer Shotkoski 

 

The Parish 
Office will be 

closed on  
Monday,  

September 7th. 
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DAILY MASS LECTORS NEEDED 
Please let Father Vince know if you 
can lector for daily Mass, regularly 
or occasionally.  See the Mass 
times in “This Week’s Schedule” 
on pg 2 of the bulletin. 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Sept. 13th, 9am - First Sunday Class    
   Pre - 4th & 2nd Grade Parent   
   Meeting  (North Classroom)  
Sept. 16th, 7pm - First Wednesday    
   Class 5th - 11th & Confirmation   
   Parent Meeting 7:30pm (Church) 
 

PRAY FOR US 
Please pray for our Religious Ed. 
students, their families, and our 
Catechists.  That we all may be 
guided by the Good Lord in our 
classrooms and in our daily lives, 
that we may become closer to our 
Savior Jesus Christ and spread His 
good news by example to others. 

 

     WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Sept. 19-21 Grand Island, NE 

Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  
Learn how to let Jesus be the  

Lord and Savior of your life and  
marriage by attending an encounter. 
Visit www.wwme.org for mor info. 

Space is limited, reserve early 
Contact w/ questions 402-370-5839 

Area Events & News 
“THE JOURNEY WITHIN” 

10-11am Tuesday, September 1, 2026  
Nikki Schaefer, co-developer of this 
new teacher-led fetal development 

program will present at the Chancery 
in Grand Island, 2708 Old Fair Rd. 

To learn more visit  
https://heartofachildministries.org/

fetal-poster-program/  
This program is meant to help students 

understand the miracle of life. 

HELPING WITH MASS 
Our Religious Ed. students will 
start helping with the 10am Mass 
on Sunday, September 13, with our 
11 grade class.  Please watch the 
bulletin for the week that your  
students class will be helping! 
 

OCIA  CLASSES 
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults 
Thinking about joining the Catholic 
Church?  Been wanting to finish 
some Sacraments?  OCIA can help -   
Contact the Parish Office for  
information.  Deacon Neil will then 
contact you to discuss it all. Classes 
start in September. 
 

STAINED GLASS DONATION 
Included in the Restoring Our  
Father’s House collection was a 
generous donation of $1500.00 
designated to go towards Stained 
Glass windows.  Thank you! 

Tri-Parish Events & News 

Finance Corner 
Sunday Collections & OSV Online Giving 

August 17-23, 2026  

The Lord’s Portion Farwell & Elba 

The Lord’s Portion Sts. Peter & Paul 

 
 

AUGUST Totals as of 8/23/26 

Actual General Fund  $3166.25 

OSV On-Line General Fund 
          

$1988.80 

Religious Education                  $5.00 

Parish Life Center     $135.00 

Restoring Our Father’s House  $1625.00 

Monthly Budget  $20000.00 
  Actual General Fund          $13103.29 

  Online General Fund      $5384.20 
Monthly Surplus (Deficit)             $1512.51 

St. Anthony Church    $245.00 

St. Joseph Church         $235.00 

Eternal Life   
 

In your charity, please pray for the  
repose of the soul of Janelle Lang of 
St. Paul.  Mass of Christian Burial was 
August 29, 2026 at Sts. Peter & Paul 
Church.  Eternal rest grant unto her,  
O Lord. 

Eternal Life   
 

In your charity, please pray for the  
repose of the soul of Fr. Richard  
Piontkowski, first cousin of Fr. Vince.   
Mass of Christian Burial was August 
26, 2026 at St. Mary’s Cathedral.   
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. 

Special Collections 
 
 

Assumption of Mary - included in General 
PARISH - Clergy Health Insurance $325.00 

THANK YOU 
for your continued support! 



 
 

  

 
 

  

619 Grand Street 
St. Paul, NE 
308 . 754 . 4488 

Member FDIC - EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER 
THAT CARES ABOUT YOU  

217 2ND STREET ST. PAUL, NE  

(308) 754-5645  
WWW.BOCKMANNAUTO.NET  

 

 

 

Breakfast & 
Lunch  

served all day.  
Open 7 days a 

week! 
M-Sat 7am-2pm 
Sun 9am-2pm 

 

716 Howard Ave 
St. Paul, NE 

308-754-2036 (308) 754-4651  

  

308.750.1459 · 308.383.6990 
wonderwomanpainting@charter.net 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
OFFER FREE ESTIMATES 

 

 

WATER WELL SERVICES / 
PLUMBING / SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
308-372-3469 Cell 308-750-4787 

Senior & Military Discounts 

tel:%28308%29754-2400
tel:%28308%29754-2400

