
    

Rev. Vincent L. Parsons 
J.C.L., Pastor 

pastor@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Neil Baquet 
Deacon 

deaconneil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Phil Lukasiewicz 
Deacon 

deaconphil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Julie Dush 
Homebound Pastoral Minister 

308-968-3421 
 
 

Judi Baker 
SPP Office Manager  

SA & SJ Office Contact 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm 

308-754-4002 
office@howardcountycatholics.com 

 

Tri-Parish Website: 
www.howardcountycatholics.com 

 
Daily Mass Schedule: 

 

Tues/Thurs 8:30am Wed 12:05pm SPP 
Friday 9:00am - at Brookfield/Matelyn 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:30pm or  

by appointment  
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office  

(308) 754-4002 

 

August 9, 2026 

MATTHEW 2:1 

 

“… it is so that the works of God might be made  
visible through him.” 
- MATTHEW 14:27 - 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
713 Elm Street  

St. Paul, NE 68873 
(308)754-4002    

Saturday Mass 5:00PM 
Sunday Mass 8AM & 10AM 

St. Anthony 
103 Kearns Avenue 
Farwell, NE 68838 

(308)754-4002 
MASS 1ST SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 7:00PM 

St. Joseph 
1803 Highway 11 
Elba, NE 68835 
(308)754-4002   

MASS 3RD SATURDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 6:30PM 
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Monday, August 10 
No Daily Mass  
Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm (PLC) 
 

Tuesday, August 11 
Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) 
     Intention: †Aunt Linda Gawrych 
     By Peg Marsh 
    

Wednesday, August 12 
Daily Mass 12:05pm (SPP)  
     Intention: †Anne Puncochar 
     By Jim & Cathy Vogel 
 

Thursday, August 13 

Daily Mass 8:30am 
     Intention: †Colleen Brouillette 
     By Monte Brouillette & Family 
Parish Council Meeting 7pm (SJ) 
 

Friday, August 14 
Daily Mass 9:00am (Matelyn) 
     Intention: †Paul Reimer 
     By Tom & Pat Knutson 
Wedding Rehearsal 5pm (SPP) 

Saturday, August 15  
Jerabek - Dirkschneider Wedding 2pm (SPP) 
Reconciliation 4:30pm (SPP) 
Rosary 4:30pm (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 5:00pm (SPP)  
     Intention: Jacob Knutson 
     By Tom & Pat Knutson 
 

Weekend Mass 6:30pm (SJ)  
     Intention: †Jeff Krzycki By Family 
 

Sunday, August 16  
Rosary 7:30am (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 8:00am (SPP) 
     Intention: People of the Parishes 
Religious Ed. Team Meeting 9am (PLC) 
 

Weekend Mass 10:00am (SPP)       
     Intention: †John Wroblewski 
     By Family 
Christopher Bernt Baptism 11am (SPP) 

This Week’s Schedule 

NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

The word “courage” brings thoughts of the one who takes the steps necessary to do the right thing 
even though it may be threatening to his or her safety.  Frequently news reports describe the amazing feat of 
a courageous person who saves the life of another.  While we laud the effort of these individuals, we may also 
wonder about our actions in a similar circumstance. However, often when we perform acts of valor, it is a 
spontaneous response to the event. We observe a person in need and jump into the situation without 
considering the dangers that may accompany our heroic actions.  Some may see such efforts as fool-hearty, 
especially if the results do not necessarily lead to a positive outcome.   

Many would see Peter leaping into the sea and sinking under the waves as he began to walk towards 
Jesus as fool-hearty. How could a man expect to walk on water?  Peter did not consider the threat of 
drowning as he left the safety of the boat. Rather, faith in Jesus gave him the courage to walk to Jesus.  Only 
when Peter stopped to consider and began thinking about what he was doing did drowning become a 
possibility. How could he, a man, walk on water? Then Jesus extended His hand and saved Peter from death. 

Peter made this spontaneous response in his love and desire to be with Jesus. Peter, who had enough 
faith in Jesus, stepped out of the boat while the other Apostles held back. Certainly, Peter was not the perfect 
Apostle, for immediately when his faith wavered Peter nearly drowned.  However, rather than giving up to 
the fate of certain death, Peter turned to the Lord and asked for help with the words “Lord, save me.”  It is in 
these momentary outbursts of faith from Peter that show why Jesus confidently selected Peter as “the rock 
upon which I will build my church.”  Jesus recognizes that while Peter would fail many times, His love for 
Jesus allowed him to persevere in advancing the message Jesus wants to share with us. 

Peter shows us that with faith we can courageously take a stand to the right the wrongs that we 
encounter daily. Faith grows within us only when we extend ourselves beyond the safety of our surroundings. 
Faith only grows with prayer. Faith only grows when we allow Jesus to become a part of our lives through the 
Sacraments. If we falter in our faith, Jesus remains ever present to save us from sinking into the sea of endless 
death. When we take the beginning steps towards a life with Jesus, our faith can be shaken, and we are 
overwhelmed by many threats that compromise our eternal life. However, we only need call out to Jesus 
“Lord, save me” knowing that we will survive when we allow Jesus to be in control of our life. Jesus will take 
our hand and pull us to safety. But we will not be aware of the faith that is within us unless we are willing to 
get out of the boat and take that first step of faith.  

May your faith in Jesus let you step out of  the boat into His everlasting protection. 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Ministry Schedule 
AUGUST 15TH & 16TH 

 

SATURDAY 5:00PM MASS 
MUSIC: Serbousek Group 
GREET: Kerry & Heidi Towsend /  
 Kenny & Sharon Tibbetts 
LECTOR: Neal Hahn 
EM: Joe & Paulette Hansen 
SERVE: Volunteers 
 
 

SUNDAY 8:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Lewandowski Family 
GREET: Brenda Klanecky / Betty  
            Roebuck / Riley & Reise Fowler 
LECTOR: Kevin Sestak 
EM: MaKayla Coufal / Sandi Mudloff 
SERVE: Volunteers 
 
 

SUNDAY 10:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Men’s Choir 
GREET: Mark & Mary Jo Serbousek / 
Jim & Charlene Potter 
LECTOR: Conner Douthit 
EM: Chris & Gina Elstermeier /  
          Monte Brouillette / Bill Gregoski 
SERVE: Volunteers 
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HEARTFELT NOTE 
A special thank you to all those 
who cleaned the church basement 
and helped serve and clean up 
after Kathy Gorecki’s funeral.  
Thank you to those from Elba and 
Farwell CCW’s who brough salads 
and desserts.  It was all very much 
appreciated.  God Bless.   
Farwell CCW 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Please get students registered!  
Find the online link on our website 
or Facebook page.  
Classes start the September 13th & 
16th!  Parents with a student 
preparing for First Communion or 
Confirmation please plan to attend 
the first class with your child for a 
meeting with Father Vince.  
 

This beautiful Quilt was made by 
our talented Quilting ladies for our 
Parish Bazaar!  The group meets at 

the Parish Hall Quilting Room on 
Tuesdays from 1 - 4pm each week.  
Come join them if you like to quilt 

or if you would like to learn!  

     DIOCESAN APPEAL UPDATE 
It was decided to end this year’s 

appeal as of July 31st.  Any donations 
postmarked on or after August 1, 2026 
or checks with date on or after August 

1, 2026 will be applied to the next 
appeal.  The 2026-2027 appeal letter 

will be sent out the first week of 
October as has been done in the past.  
https://gidiocese.org/diocesan-appeal 

Area Events & News 
MENTAL HEALTH MILE 

September 13, 2026 at 3PM 
1 or 2 MILE WALK Snacks & door prizes 

Cost $5 per person or $20 per family 
Add $15 per shirt if desired (include 

size on registration)  Drop Registration 
at HCMC or scan QR code on flyers. 

Start and end at St. Paul Yellow Park 
by the Ball Fields. 

BAZAAR MEETING 
There will be a planning meeting 
on August 12th at 6pm in the  
Quilting Room at the Parish Life 
Center.  Anyone wanting to help 
on the committee is welcome to 
come!  Please contact  
Amy (308-750-2806) or  
Charlene (702-575-0036) 
should you have any questions.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
The Fall Bazaar will be Sunday,  
October 18th, 2026!  If you have an 
updated phone # please let the 
Parish Office know so our helper 
lists can be current.  Thank you! 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
August 17 - Catholic Daughters 
summer gathering - 6pm at The 
County Cage.  Knights of Columbus 
meeting - 7pm at the Parish Hall. 

Tri-Parish Events & News 

Finance Corner 
Sunday Collections & OSV Online Giving 

July 27 - August 2, 2026  

The Lord’s Portion Farwell & Elba 

The Lord’s Portion Sts. Peter & Paul 

 
 

AUGUST Totals as of 8/2/26 

Actual General Fund $4797.50 

OSV On-Line General Fund 
          

    $676.80 

Maintenance           $60.00 

Parish Life Center     $120.00 

Restoring Our Father’s House   $1530.00 

Monthly Budget  $20000.00 
  Actual General Fund             $4797.50 

  Online General Fund           $676.80 
Monthly Surplus (Deficit)      $14525.70 

St. Anthony Church   $1477.25 

St. Joseph Church           $235.00 

Eternal Life   
 

In your charity, please pray for the  
repose of the soul of Timothy  
Ingraham, son of Alice Fox.  Graveside 
Services will be August 13, 2026 at St. 
Francis Catholic Cemetery in Ashton. 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. 

Eternal Life 
 

In your charity, please pray for the  
repose of the soul of Kim Kosmicki, of 
St. Paul.  Mass of Christian Burial was 
on August 6, 2026 at Sts. Peter & Paul 
Catholic Church.  Eternal rest grant 
unto her, O Lord. 

Special Collections 
 
 

DIOCESE  - West NE Register $30.00 
PARISH August  - Clergy Health Insurance 

THANK YOU 
for your continued support! 

https://gidiocese.org/diocesan-appeal


 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

Mike & Jean Thede                                         Sales             

414 2nd Street                                Office: 308-754-2200 
St. Paul, NE                                           Fax: 308-754-2221 

619 Grand Street 
St. Paul, NE 
308 . 754 . 4488 

Member FDIC - EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER 
THAT CARES ABOUT YOU  

217 2ND STREET ST. PAUL, NE  

(308) 754-5645  
WWW.BOCKMANNAUTO.NET  

 

(308) 754-4651    

tel:%28308%29754-2400
tel:%28308%29754-2400

