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The Presentation of the lsord

NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR

Forty days have passed since Christmas and—perhaps with a bit of
nostalgia—we remember the emotions aroused in us by that feast and,
even more, the good news that the baby brought us, a star coming from
heaven to illuminate our nights, “rising Sun, shining on those who live in
darkness and in the shadow of death” (Lk 1:78-79). Why does the Church
today make us contemplate that child again?

The feast of the Presentation of the Lord has very ancient origins. It was
already celebrated in the East in the fourth century with the name of the
Feast of Encounter: it recalled the encounter of Jesus in the temple with
his Father and with Simeon and Anna—representatives of the rest of
Israel who remained faithful to the God of Abraham. It was introduced in
Rome in the seventh century and received the title of Feast of the
purification of Mary. It was called ‘Candlemas’ since a night procession
characterized it with candles.

The rite of light connected it with Christmas—the feast of Christ—the
light. In Bethlehem, the glory of the Lord wrapped the shepherds in light.
In the Far Eastern countries, the star shone for the magi; in the temple of
Jerusalem, the “Light to enlighten the people” appeared.

Forty days have passed since Christmas, and it may be that the Star of
Bethlehem that “we have seen in its rising” has been a bit blurred. It does
not fascinate us more as then or is no longer the only one to get our
attention. Perhaps we’ve let ourselves be enchanted by other more
striking and concrete stars, by other stars that better reflect our dreams
and our expectations. That’s why the Church makes us meet that Child
again: she invites us to welcome him in our arms, as did Simeon and Anna,
the poor of Israel, the people attentive to the voice of the Spirit.
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FEBRUARY 871H & 9TH

SATURDAY 5:00PM MASS

S: Michael Happ [ Sestaks [ Julie Baquet

GREET: Cameron & Stacy Hoppes Family

LECTOR: Larry Happ

EM: Frank & Mary Stepanek [ Gerald
Solko

SERVE: Paislee Call / Verah Paulsen

SUNDAY 8:00AM MASS

SACRISTAN: Ken Vincik

GREET: Confirmation Class [ Vech
LECTOR: Confirmation Class

EM: Kerry Townsend / Connie Becker
S: Brogan & Reagan Grabowski

SUNDAY 10:00AM MASS
SACRISTAN: Russ Kosmicki/Bill Gregoski
GREET: 6th Grade RE [ Julie Gawrych
LECTOR: 6th Grade RE Class
EM: Rich & Marlene Kosmicki /

Glen & Michele Killion
S: Laityn & Lenna Poss

Monday, February 3 Saturday, February 8
No Daily Mass Reconciliation 4:30pm (SPP)
OCIA Class 6:30pm (PLC Conference Room) Weekend Mass 5:00pm (SPP)
Tuesday, February 4 Intention: tColleen Killinger
Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) By Buzz Welch

Intention: tChris & tMarie Wittry Sunday, February 9

By Dan, Barbara, & Tom MclIntyre Weekend Mass 8:00am (SPP)

Wednesday, February 5 Intentiqn: People of the Parishes
Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) Confirmation Retreat 8am Mass - 2pm (PLC)

Intention: tMarge Wozniak Religious Ed. Pre-4th 9am (PLC Classrooms)

By Carolyn Just Weekend Mass 10:00am (SPP)
Religious Ed. 5th-11th 7pm (PLC Classrooms) Intention: tPhyllis Stepanek

Thursday, February 6 By Carolyn Just

Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) ' - 5 S\\ ,Lm

Intention: fRose Irvine
By P.J. & Theresa Wood

Friday, February 7

Daily Mass 9:00am (Matelyn)
Intention: Deane Werner
By John & Sandi Mudloff

Adoration 10am - 5pm (SPP)

ORDINARY. TIME

If we look elosely,we will be able
to find God in the ordinary of eur lives.
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Members of Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Daughters Court 2015
receiving Anniversary Pins for
50 years of Membership were
Rita Borzych (not pictured)

& Linda Gawrych (50 years).
Those receiving pins for 55
years of membership were

| Barb MclIntyre, Jane Kasson,
Vange Obermiller and Evelyn
Dvorak (not pictured).

Photo by Laurie Krejci

ents & News

FEBRUARY IS
DEDICATED TO THE

“...Holy Family of Nazareth,
make us once more mindful of the
sacredness and inviolability of the

family, and its beauty in God’s plan.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Graciously
hear our prayer.
Amen.”
(Source: Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, 325)

ADORATION

Friday, February 7, 10am-5pm

SPP Church, please sign up & come
spend some time with the Lord.

CONFIRMATION CLASS RETREAT
Sunday, February 9th - 8am Mass,
followed by 9-2 retreat at the PLC.

MEN’S CHOIR GROUP

Looking for men who like to sing
for a men’s choir group. Contact
Deacon Neil 308-571-0291 or
MaryJo Serbousek 308-340-9447
for more information.

SUMMER RETREAT REGISTRATION

Attention 6th - 12th grade families-
Registration is now OPEN for
HIGHER GROUND, HIGHER
GROUND EXTREME FAITH , &
STEUBENVILLE OF THE ROCKIES!
REGISTER FEBRUARY 1ST TO 9TH
to get Early Bird reduced rates.
Find information & register at
https://gidiocese.org/youth-events
If cost is a deterrence, please
contact the Parish Office to discuss
financial aid options.

7\ Knights of Columbus * Sts. Peter & Paul CCW

2 FRIDAY NIGHT

‘
FISH FRY

MARCH 7TH "MARCH 21ST *APRIL 4TH
Saints Peter & Paul Parish Life Center 5:00 — 7:00PM
PLEASE mark your calendars &
plan to help out!

CCW updatg:
Meeting - February 5th, 6pm at
SPP Parish Life Center
Meeting date adjusted to avoid SP
Parent/Teacher conferences.
Father Vince’s Birthday Brunch -
February 23rd, 8-11:30am SPP PLC

Gratitude:

A heartfelt thank you to the family of
Bill Sack for the generous memorial
donation designated to help pay for
the beautiful new Stations of the
Cross carvings. Such a gift truly goes
on giving for many years to come.

DIOCESA m
AP PEAL

Together on Mission:

Thank you for your Diocesan Appeal
contributions! You can check parish
progress across our diocese at
https://gidiocese.org/diocesan-appeal
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4-H PANKACE FEED
All you can eat pancake breakfast!
“pancakes, sausage, biscuits & gravy,
fruit & drink”

February 9th 9:00am to 1:00pm
Howard Co. Fairgrounds Annex Bldg
1381 US Highway 281
FREE WILL DONATION, all proceed
to Howard County 4-H Program

WOOD RIVER AREA CHOIR
Non auditioning choir, please accept
this as a personal invitation to join.
A new Cantana performance
will be Sunday, Aﬁril 6 at 2:30pm St.
Mary’s Catho?i,c Church, Wood River
Contact Vincent Boudreau
308-583-2961
The goal is to have 10-15 area singers
in each singing range.

CATHOLIC ENCOUNTER CHRIST
Men’s & Women’s Weekend
February 14-16 - Camp Comeca, Cozad
Experience how God’s grace works
in you & how to share it with others.
Men & Women are the same
weekend, but separate experiences.
There is still room to register!
https://gidiocese.org/cec

NEBRASKA RETROUVAILLE
Do you want to rediscover your

marriage? Many couples struggle in
their marriage & are not wanting to
give up. There is hope. Retrouvaille

can provide tools for healthy com-
munication & healing. February 14-16
Register/Info. 308-370-3214 or Email

NebraskaRetrouvaille@gmail.com

Finaneg Corngr
Sunday Collections & OSV Online Giving
January 20-26, 2025
The Lord’s Portion Farwell & Elba
St. Anthony Church $280.00

St. Joseph $145.00

The Lord’s Portion Sts. Peter & Paul
Actual General Fund $6568.11

OSV On-Line General Fund  $1640.00

Parish Life Center $435.00
Maintenance $5.00
Restoring Our Father’s House  $630.00

January Totals as of 1/26/25

Monthly Budget $20000.00
Actual General Fund $20010.78
Online General Fund $5484.00

Monthly Surplus (Deficit) $5494.78

Special Collgetions
DIOCESE: March 5 - Eastern Europe

THHANR YOU

for your continugd support!



https://gidiocese.org/diocesan-appeal

Todd & Cindy Peters

Peters

,FUNERALPHMWE

Caring & Compassionate

Riley & Katlynn Peters

(308) 754-5543
www.PetersFuneralHome.net

JIIII $ Truckstop
P\ Skyline Cafe

Call 308-754-4486 FOR ALL YOUR FUEL AND PROPANE DELIVERY NEEDS
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JOHN MUDLOFF o MoRE!
MANAGER

TEL: 308.382.9009 « FAX: 308.381.8471
3333 OLD POTASH HWY

GRAND ISLAND, NE 68803

EMAIL: CARPETPLUS _G@HOTMAIL.COM

M-F 8:30an-5:30Pu
SAT 9:00am-4:00pu
WWW.CARPETPLUS.COM —
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JOE MLINAR, AGENT
1116 2nd Street St. Paul, NE

308-754-4662
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U BETCHA AUTO

"We try our best to be the best”
Mike & Jean Thede

Trev Sharman

Office: 308-754-2200
Sales

Fax: 308-754-2221
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RIVER JUNCTION LIVESTOCK MYTRITION

Our Priority is Your Livestock &
Farming Operation’s Productivity
Glcn & Michclc Kllion
508-225-018>

HIGHSTREET

Insurance and Financial Services

Dan Vech
308-728-5360

www.hsip.com

Same People, Same Communities, New Name.

WILSON

RIVER BOTTOM EXPRESS

H
308-750-1721

Tom Jarecke, Owner

Complete Automotive Service

308-754-4411
711 Howard Ave St. Paul, NE

TITAN
MACHINERY

Power & Precision to Grow®

e et 306-730-106
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Teresa's Floral & Gifts

308-754-5504
308-750-2782 After Hours
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With Branches In:

ST PAUL
721 Tth Street
St. Paul, NE
308-754-4426

i
CLTIZENS

& TRUST co.
LOUP CITY
650 P Street
Loup City . NE
308-745-0573

CENTRAL CITY
1634 16th Street
Central City, NE

308-946-3018
Your Community. Your Bank.

www.bankwithcitizens.com

Bockmaiii

—— AUTO SALES ——

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER
THAT CARES ABOUT YOU
217 2ND STREET ST. PAUL, NE

(308) 280-8048
WWW.BOCKMANNAUTOINET

S

WROBLEWSKI & GAWRYCH

LAW OFFICE LLC

BARBARA A. WROBLEWSKI
JULIE K.W. GAWRYCH
Attorneys at Law

617 Howard Ave.
P.O. Box 23

308-754-4442 St. Paul, NE 68873

619 Grand Street
St. Paul, NE

308. 754 . 4488

HomesteadBank

your journey. your bank.




