
    

Rev. Vincent L. Parsons 
J.C.L., Pastor 

pastor@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Neil Baquet 
Deacon 

deaconneil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Rev. Mr. Phil Lukasiewicz 
Deacon 

deaconphil@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Julie Dush 
Homebound Pastoral Minister 

308-968-3421 
 

Judi Baker 
SPP Office Manager  

Monday-Friday 8am-4pm 
308-754-4002 

office@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Kathy Gorecki 
SA & SJ Office Manager 

308-754-4002 
 

Tri-Parish Website: 
www.howardcountycatholics.com 

 
Daily Mass Schedule: 

 

Tues/Thurs 8:30am Wed 12:05pm SPP 
Friday 9:00am - at Brookfield/Matelyn 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:30pm or  

by appointment  
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office  

 

July 26, 2026 

MATTHEW 2:1 

 

“… it is so that the works of God might be made  
visible through him.” 

- MATTHEW 13 : 44 - 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
713 Elm Street  

St. Paul, NE 68873 
(308)754-4002    

Saturday Mass 5:00PM 
Sunday Mass 8AM & 10AM 

St. Anthony 
103 Kearns Avenue 
Farwell, NE 68838 

(308)754-4002 
MASS 1ST SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 7:00PM 

St. Joseph 
1803 Highway 11 
Elba, NE 68835 
(308)754-4002   

MASS 3RD SATURDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 6:30PM 
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Monday, July 27 
No Daily Mass  
Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm (PLC) 
 

Tuesday, July 28 
Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) 
     Intention: †Alice Boysen  
     By Tom & Pat Knutson 
    

Wednesday, July 29 

Daily Mass 12:05pm (SPP)  
     Intention: †David Olsufka 
     By Dan & Barbara McIntyre 

Men’s Group 7pm (SPP) 
 

Thursday, July 30 

Daily Mass 8:30am 
     Intention: Rain for area farms & 
 ranches 
 

Friday, July 31 
Daily Mass 9:00am (Brookfield) 
     Intention: Bob Boysen 
     By Tom & Pat Knutson 

Saturday, August 1  
Reconciliation 4:30pm (SPP) 
Rosary 4:30pm (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 5:00pm (SPP)  
     Intention: †Robert Sestak  
     By Kevin & Cindy Sestak 
 

Weekend Mass 7:00pm (SA)  
     Intention: †Frank Koperski  
     By Sara Rector 
 

Sunday, August 2  
Rosary 7:30am (SPP) 
Weekend Mass 8:00am (SPP) 
     Intention: People of the Parishes 
 

Weekend Mass 10:00am (SPP)       
     Intention: †Lavern & †Linda Gawrych 
     By Family 

This Week’s Schedule 

NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Our first reading for this week is from the first book of Kings, and it 
has to do with Solomon, the son of David and Bathsheba, the great 
Israelite king who built the temple, and who eventually became a 
problematic figure in Israelite history. This passage puts us right at 
the very beginning of Solomon’s reign, when he was just a young 
man—untried, inexperienced, likely beset by all sorts of self-doubt. 
And Yahweh appears to Solomon in a dream and says, “Ask 
something of me and I will give it to you.” This is an extraordinary 
moment—and let’s attend with some care to Solomon’s answer. 
 
Solomon provides an example for all who are in leadership roles, 
whether in the Church, in politics, in schools, or in communities. 
Solomon recognizes that leadership is an act of service and sacrifice. 
So, when God asks this young leader what he wants, he does not ask 
for something to make himself more comfortable. Instead, he asks 
for wisdom, which will benefit all of the people he will rule. A good 
leader is more concerned with others than himself. We should pray 
for all of our leaders to recognize and live this. 
In this day and age, it is important that we pray for our leaders. 
Prayers storming heaven for leaders to value selflessness and 
embrace serving others. Maybe, just maybe, if we saw more of that 
from our leaders and a little less bravado, maybe our world would be 
in a different place! 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Ministry Schedule 
AUGUST 1ST & 2ND 

 

SATURDAY 5:00PM MASS 
MUSIC: Lewandowski Family 
GREET: Leo & Gina Haggerty 
LECTOR: Jalee Haggerty 
EM: Kathy Hahn / Neal Hahn 
SERVE: Volunteers 
 
 

SUNDAY 8:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Thede Family 
GREET: Clint & Wanda Nilson / 
 Jackson & Anna Seward 
LECTOR: Larry Happ 
EM: Connie Becker / Carrie Vech 
SERVE: Volunteers 
 
 

SUNDAY 10:00AM MASS 
MUSIC: Kosmicki Group 
GREET: Brandon & Tina Headrick 
 Family 
LECTOR: Eryn Gregoski 
EM: Trent Findley / Conner Douthit / 
 Kerry Townsend / Matt Rief 
SERVE: Volunteers 

Howard County Catholics 
 

Liturgical Ministry Directors 
Deacon Neil & Julie Baquet 

deaconneil@howardcountycatholics.com 
308-571-0291 

 

Tri-Parish Media 
Facebook: 
St. Anthony Catholic Church of Padua/Farwell 
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 
My Parish Classic App: 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 
 

Online Catholic Resource 
formed.org (enter zip code: 68873) 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts 
St. Paul - Dianne Rice (308-571-0039) 
St. Paul - Ann Rief (308-380-0619) 

Farwell - Thereasa Nealon 
(308-336-3349) 

Elba - Betty Poss (308-750-0512) 

Directors of Religious Education 
Mrs. Becky Knox -  Preschool to 4th 

rebecca.knox@spwildcat.org 
308-571-0430 

 

Mrs. Judi Baker - 5th to 11th grade 
office@howardcountycatholics.com 

308-750-8418 
 

 

Youth Religious Ed. Classes 
Preschool thru 4th Grades: 
Sundays 9:00am – 10:00am   

 

5th thru 11th Grades: 

Wednesday 7:00pm - 8:00pm  
 

Classes held at SPP 
Parish Life Center classrooms 
(Classes September through April)  
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FAIR STAND FUNDRAISER 
Thank you to everyone that helped 
make our Fair Food stand 
possible… those that brought pies, 
worked a serving shift or two, did 
the grilling, got groceries, cooked 
food, gave donations, stopped in 
to dine, cleaned & hauled supplies 
back to the Church... ALL 
volunteers were so very important 
& much appreciated!  
The Food Stand was for 5 days — 
over 37 hours, and 2 locations  
(4-H Annex & the Church Stand)… 
that is without the time spent 
shopping & preparing food.   
Special thanks to Tonya Anderson, 
Tara Sjuts, & Amy Christensen for 
organizing and managing this big 
fundraiser!  Our heartfelt gratitude 
to them for all of their hard work.  
Our group effort was rewarded by 
a busy food stand and a gross 
profit of over $7,000.00!  

The Knights of Columbus  
presented the Family of the 

Month award for July 2026 to  
Victor & Julie Dush of Elba!  They 

are  pictured here with Deacon Phil 
Lukasiewicz, along with some of 
their grandkids and family - Jane 
held by Julie, Jade, Leo held by 

Eleanor, Ashley & Jack. 

     SUMMER LUNCH BUNCH 
All children are invited to lunch 

 Tuesdays & Thursdays  
11:30am - 12:30pm June 2 to  

Last day - July 30th 
July: Christ Lutheran Church -  
east door under the awning 

No adults please.  Sponsored by 
Howard Greeley County Food Pantry. 
Food provided by local organizations. 

Area Events & News 
FRIENDS OF PAPLIN 

Thanks to all those who helped in 
any way to make the annual Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel celebration 
on July 19th a wonderful and 

blessed day.  Special thanks to  
Fr. Dave, and Deacon Phil for  

celebrating Mass.  God bless you all.  
- The Friends of Paplin Officers & 

Board Members 

FOOD PANTRY RESTOCK 
July is our month to give to the 
local Food Pantry.  Items needed 
are canned foods, dry pasta, bar 
soap, shampoo, toothpaste & 
tooth brushes.  Please drop off at 
the Pantry or leave items in the 
back of Church to be taken over.  
Thank you! 
 

OCIA  CLASSES 
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults 
Have you or someone you know 
been thinking about finishing your 
Sacraments or joining the Catholic 
Church?  Contact the Parish Office 
for information about OCIA. 
Classes start in September.  
 

THIS WEEK ON FORMED 
The film St. Ignatius of Loyola brings 
to life the story of the founder of the 
Jesuits. Often called "The Saint of  
Second Chances," St. Ignatius was 
transformed from a self-obsessed  
sinner to a loyal and passionate soldier
- saint.  

Tri-Parish Events & News 

Finance Corner 
Sunday Collections & OSV Online Giving 

July 13 - July 19, 2026  

The Lord’s Portion Farwell & Elba 

The Lord’s Portion Sts. Peter & Paul 

 
 

JULY Totals as of 7/19/26 

Actual General Fund  $2982.48 

OSV On-Line General Fund 
          

     $1531.80 

Maintenance              $25.00 

Parish Life Center        $60.00 

Restoring Our Father’s House      $443.00 

Monthly Budget  $20000.00 
  Actual General Fund          $10382.68 

  Online General Fund         $3320.40 
Monthly Surplus (Deficit)       $6296.92 

St. Anthony Church     $167.00 

St. Joseph Church         $527.00 

Religious Ed. Classes 
 

Classes will start the week after 
Labor Day - September 13th & 16th!   
Mark your calendars & watch for 
registration information coming 
soon. 

Super Sweet-Corn Sales 
 

Thank you for the great support of 
our sweetcorn fundraiser!  We 
were able to raise $145.00 to help 
fund the “Journey Within” pro-
gram for our Jr. High Religious Ed. 
classes.  Thank you to the Rief  
family for their efforts picking it all! 

Special Collections 
 
 

DIOCESE  - Peter’s Pence $10.00 
PARISH August  - Clergy Health Insurance 

THANK YOU 
for your continued support! 

Knights of Columbus - Installation of Officers 
Joseph Lukasiewicz, Grand Knight; Joe Hansen, Deputy Grand Knight; 

Trent Findley - Chancellor; Joe Smydra - Recorder;  
Jared Lukasiewicz - Financial Secretary; Don Gorecki-Recorder;  

Terry Eurek-Lector  

COLLECTION ENVELOPES 
THANK YOU for checking the 

amount & type of contribution on 
your envelope, it saves our  

collection counters a lot of time:) 



 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

Mike & Jean Thede                                         Sales             

414 2nd Street                                Office: 308-754-2200 
St. Paul, NE                                           Fax: 308-754-2221 

619 Grand Street 
St. Paul, NE 
308 . 754 . 4488 

Member FDIC - EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER 
THAT CARES ABOUT YOU  

217 2ND STREET ST. PAUL, NE  

(308) 754-5645  
WWW.BOCKMANNAUTO.NET  

 

(308) 754-4651    

tel:%28308%29754-2400
tel:%28308%29754-2400

